Why I am a Christian No. 1 by Chalk, John Allen
Abilene Christian University
Digital Commons @ ACU
Herald of Truth Documents Herald of Truth Records
4-9-1967
Why I am a Christian No. 1
John Allen Chalk
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_docs
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Herald of Truth Records at Digital Commons @ ACU. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Herald of Truth Documents by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ ACU. For more information, please contact dc@acu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Chalk, John Allen, "Why I am a Christian No. 1" (1967). Herald of Truth Documents. Paper 31.
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_docs/31
~ 
!::> 
t::d 
0 
>< 
N> 
~ 
.., 
OD 
~ 
::: 
(1) 
i:s §' 
1-3 
(1) 
>< II> 
Ill 
""' OD 
Cl) 
0 
~ 
z 
0 
z 
'V 
" 0 ..., 
:j 
0 
" C'l 
)> 
.z 
N )> 
-I 
0 
z 
= 1.,-1 Q 
::q 
s: 
z 
a t, 
t@ 
~ §3 ~ c 
a = ;:: 0 
~ 
c 
::q 
~ 
1-4 
'[/). 
t-3 
Why I Am A Christian 
Patt I 
Number 793 
TRA N SCRIPT OF T H E 
Herald of Truth 
..••• radio programs 
Why I Am A 
Christian 
Part I 
Listen to an aged soldier of the cross of Jesus speak 
,he conviction of his life and the comfort of his deat h. "Be 
not ashamed therefore of the testimony of our Lord, nor 
of me his prisoner: but suffer hardship with the gospel ac-
cording to the power of God; who saved us, and called us 
with a holy calling, not accord ing to our works, but ac-
cording to his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before times eternal, but hath now been 
manifested by the appeari ng of our Saviour Christ Jesus , 
who abolished dea th, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel, whereunto I was appointed a 
preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher. For which cause 
I suffer also these things: yet I am not ashamed; for I 
knqw him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that 
heTs able to guard that which I have committed unto him 
aga inst that day" (II Timothy 1: 8-12). 
These words poured out of a heart that _knew great 
purpose and power in life. They expressed the mature 
reflection of a life so action-filled that an entire world 
had heard about this man's Savior during his lifetime ( Co-
lossians l : 23). We do not hear the embittered moans of 
one who has outlived his reason for living . This is the 
confident confession of a Christian. 
Let's contrast this confession with one made in the 
twentieth century. In a book of his essays Bertrand Russell 
pre sents what one of his friends has called, "an uncompro-
mising affirmation of the secularist viewpoint." The title 
of the book and also the title of the first chapter is "Why 
I Am Not A Christian." 
First delivered in England on March 6, 1927, and 
republished as late as 1957, this essay by such a well-
Lnown unbeli<:ver has attracted much attention. Russell 
correctly sees in his "Preface" to the book that "the great 
religi ons of the world," including Christianity, make such 
claims that "as a matter of logic . . . not mor e than one 
of them can be true" (p. v, Why I Am Not A Christian). 
But then he proceeds to illogically reject all religions as 
both untrue and impractical. In the essay, "Why I Am 
Not A Christian, " this secular humanist defines a Christian 
as one who accepts "a whole collection of creeds" and all 
t h e institutional denominationalisms of present-day 
churches ( pp. 3, 4, ibid). Here Mr. Russell commits the 
fallacy of rejecting a caricature of Christianity rather than 
accepting the religion of Jesus Christ as it is presented in 
the New Testament. Here I want to pause and say that 
this weekly program is committed to no human forms of 
professed Christendom, to no man-created institutional and 
c:cclesiastical machinery , but rather to New Testament 
Christianity. ( An entire series of radio lessons was pre-
sented in July of 1966 in explanation of this unique plea 
we make. You may still rece ive free copies of those lessons 
by writing to the address that will be given in a moment 
and requesting Herald of Truth radio sermons, numbers 
754-757.) 
But back to Mr. Russell and his reasons "Why I Am 
Not A Christian. " Unfortunately, the very "open hear ts 
and open minds" that he says the world needs represent 
the opposite approac h Russell himself makes in ( 1) failing 
to understand what true Biblical Christianity is, and then 
(2) swiftly destroying his own self-contrived, imagined, 
and very unreal picture of the Christian life. 
For this and other reasons I want to seriously share 
with you my reasons "why I am a Christian." Would you 
honestly and seriously listen for the next few minutes? 
I am a Christian because I believe in the personal, 
living God. Indelibly stamped on my being and deeply in-
rrained in my nature is a "sense " or an "awareness" that 
call s for God. Something about me in my subconscious 
and conscious states cries out for fulfillm ent and knows 
only frustrati on with out a God who can be known per-
sonally , and who invol ves Himself in my life. When we 
;·ead in Gene sis 1, "And God said, Let us make man in 
our image , after our likene ss: .. . ," I begin to und erstand 
this striving of my soul. As a human being, I have been 
created "in the image of God." It is "Jehovah God" that 
"formed man of the dust of the ground , and brea thed into 
his nostrils the bre ath of life; and man became a living 
soul " ( Gene sis 2: 7). God 's life accordin g to God's plan 
is the sustaining prin ciple of my human life. 
A spiritual thir st that nothing else will quen ch wells 
up within my soul. The Psalmist records a universally rea l 
but sometime s unr ecognized longing of hum anity. "As 
the hart panteth after the water bro oks , so panteth my 
soul after thee, 0 God : when shall I come and app ea r 
before God ?" (P salm 42: 1, 2) . In my mom_ents of despair 
and lonelin ess, when I am "cast down and disquiet ed," 
according to the same writer, it is time to "Hope thou in 
God ; for I shall yet praise him for the help of his count en-
ance" (P salm 42 :5 ). 
My environment , even the universe in its immenseness 
that incre ases with every advan ce of man 's under standin g 
of space, shout s for my acceptan ce of God and His reali-
ty. Ungodly men experience a great plight because , as Paul 
explains in Rom ans 1, "th at which is known of God is 
manif est in them ; for God manifested it unt o them" 
( Romans 1:1 9) . No tice the words, "mani fest in them," 
meaning that the need for Go d is deeply woven into the 
fabric of man. He then furth er clarifies thi s universal testi-
mony to God' s presence. "For the invisible thin gs of him 
since the creati on of the world are clearl y seen, being per-
ceived through the thin~ s that are made, even his ever-
lasting power and divinity ; th at they may be without ex-
cuse" (Romans 1: 20 ). Th ose last words haunt the unb e-
liever .. "that they may be without excuse." In the verses 
that follow, verses 21-25, Pau l shows how lack of genu ine 
fa ith in God ultimat ely creates confusion, immora lity, and 
futilit y ( Romans 1: 2 1-25). I am a Chr istian because I 
believe in the personal, living God. To the superstiti ous, 
to the intellectual, to the arro gant hum anist, to the honest 
doubter, Paul speaks as he did to the Doctors of Phil oso-
ph y in Ath ens, "Th e God that made the world and all 
things therein, he, being Lord of heaven and earth , dwell-
eth not in temp les made with hands; neither is he served 
by men's hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he 
him self giveth to all life, and breath , and all thing s" (A cts 
17 :24, 25). 
I am a Christian because I now know God in Jesus 
Christ. At a definite point in history a young virgin "con-
ceived . .. of the Holy Spirit" and gave bi rth to Jesus, "for 
it is he," M atth ew records the angel of God to have said, 
"th at shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew l : 
20 , 2 1). One of Jesus' early disciples, Philip, told his 
friend Nat hanael, "We have found him , of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, wro te, Jesus of Naza reth, the 
son of Joseph" (J ohn I : 45) . 
On e of the most significan t characte ristic~ ·6f the New 
Testament Gospels is their lack of any specific attem pt to 
;irove that Jesus ex isted . All the historica l facts are there : 
"a decree from Cae sar Aug ustus, that all the world should 
be enro lled ;" the specification of which enrollment und er 
Qui rinius, gove rnor of Syria; and the full listing of all 
politica l figures in Palest ine at the time of Jesus' birth . 
Eve n the Ch ristian apologists of the second centur y never 
foun d it necessary to argue the historica l existen ce of Jesus, 
it was acce pted by friend and foe alike. Josephu s, the 
Je wish historian of Jerusa lem's destru ction ; Pli ny, the 
Roman official who wro te so copiously to his Em peror 
T raja n ; Tac itus, the venerable historian of Rome ; and 
Suetonius, biogra pher of the Caesa rs, all wrote within a 
few year s of the life of Jesus and all accept ed His historical 
ex istence . 
You can und erstand my shock at hearing a ma n of 
Bertr and Ru ssell's learni ng say, "Historically it is quit e 
doubtful whether Chr ist ever existed at all, and if He did 
we do not know anyth ing about Him , so that I am not 
concerned with the histor ica l quest ion, which is a very 
difficult one" ( p. 16, ibid) . My friends, to doubt the exist-
ence of th is Jesus of N azareth is to question the historica l 
real ity of Josephu s, Plin y, Tacitus, and Suetonius, much 
less the Christian writ ers of the second and third cen tur ies 
who were still in touch with eyewitness testimony to Jesus. 
I am a Christian because Jesus did live. Bu t even 
more cert ainly, I am a Christia n because this Jesus of 
N azareth was the Son of God. No greater witness to th is 
tru th cou ld be prod uced than the Roman officer who con-
du cted the crucifixion. Ma tthew recor ds the pag an soldier 's 
reac tion to Christ's deat h, a confession that has never been 
rncce ssfully repudi ated. "Now the centuri on, and they th at 
saw the earthqu ake, and the th ings th at were done, fea red 
exceedingly, saying, Trul y this was the Son of God" (Mat-
thew 27 :54) . 
Jesus Christ cam e to "revea l the F ather" to all who 
would accept Him in obedience ( Matthew 11 :27 ; Jo hn 12 : 
49, 50). He lived in continu al subjection to His Father 's 
redemptive scheme being work ed out in His life and dea th 
(Jo hn 4: 34; 17:1 4 ) . His one abiding purpose was the 
reve lation of God to man. ' 'I am the way, and the tru th. 
and the life : no one cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
He taught (J ohn 14 :6) . " If ye had known me, ye wou ld 
have known my Fath er also," He instruc ted His followers 
(J ohn 14 : 7 ). When Philip reque sted a vision of God, the 
Fa ther , Jesus replied, "Have I been so long time with you, 
and dost thou not know me, Philip? He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father" (Jo hn 14 :9 ) . To know Jesus is to 
know God. He was the Son of God . He came pro cla iming 
God's will for man. He emphatically taug ht that man could 
kn ow God in no oth er way. "Arr ogant ?" you ask about 
such a claim . Don 't forget what He did to demonstrate its 
truth . He gave Himself on the cro ss! 
I am a Christian becau se of Ch rist's complete identifi -
catio n with me. When His disciples argued over position 
and pre stige, he said, "Not so shall it be among you: bu t 
whosoever would become great am ong you shall be your 
minister ; and whosoever would be first among you sha ll 
be your servant: even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unt o, but to min ister , and to give his life a 
ransom for many" (Ma tthew 20 :26 -28 ). Don't ever get 
the idea that His death was a sudden acc ident! He walked 
the path of the cros s from the first day of His ministry. 
Not only was Jesus a servant in the sense that we 
must also be servan ts, but He was also a common .man . A 
pe asant from Nazareth, the report went out from Philip to 
Nathanael (J ohn 1 :4 5) . So ord inary was that litt le com-
mun ity of Na zare th that Na thanael' s firs t reaction to Je sus 
was "Ca n any good thing come out of N azareth ?" (John 
1:46) . 
He came as a man. The virgin b irth properly rem inds 
us of His divinity, a reality that becom es unden iable in 
His adult life . But the virgin birth remind s us of His real 
humanity. When Matt hew talks about "th e birth of Jesus 
Christ>' in his Gospel , he talks of "his mother M ary" and 
her betrot hal to Jo seph (M atthew I: 18) . Unashamed ly, 
M atthew and the oth er New Testam ent evangelists talk 
about Mary's "conception of the Holy Spir it" and the son 
"she shall bring forth" (Matt hew I : 20, 21 ) . Th e Gospe l 
of Mark is not ed for the splend id and de ta iled portra yal of 
Christ's warm human ity. He was a real man who lived at 
a defin ite time in history. 
As a servant, peasant, and man , He came to suffer 
and die. Immed iately following Peter 's famous confession 
of Ch rist's divinity and Sonship , Jesus explained to the 
di~ciples, "that he must go to Jerusalem , and suffer many 
th ings of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and the third day be raised up" ( Matthew 16: 2 1) . 
Following the resurre ction and on the day of His ascension, 
Jesus instructed the apostles in the Old Testament proph-
ecies which taught "that the Chri st should suffer, and rise 
again from the dead the third day; and that repentanc e 
and remission of sins should be prea ched in his name unto 
all the nations, beginning from Jeru salem" (Luke 24 : 
45-47). 
The auth or of Hebrew s conclude s that as Christians 
we have "a great high priest" in Jesus Chri st. And this is 
the reason , "For we have not a high priest that canno t be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmiti es; but one that 
hath been in all point s tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin" (Hebrews 4 : 16) . He is my friend and coun selor. He 
lived like I live. He experienced my pain s, disappointments, 
and sorrows. He knew the thrill and joy of living. He also 
faced the worst possible death that man could know. Yes, 
I'm a Christian because of Christ 's comp lete identificati on 
with me and my life. 
This is why Paul can say, "I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth 
in me; and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in 
faith , the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself up for me" (G alatian s 2:20) . So com-
pletely have I given my life into His care and so completely 
does His will govern my life that , again in Paul 's word s, 
"For to me to live is Chri st, and to die is ga in" (Philippi ans 
1:21). 
Chri st calls for my faith in Him as the Son of God. 
Upon car efully considering His claims in New Testament 
record s, I believed in Him ( Romans 10: 17). 
He teaches me the necessity of a complete change of 
my life and thought . This is the repent ance explained in 
the New Testament (Luk e 13: 3). 
Having heard His promise to confess me to His F ather 
up on my confession of Him before men, I publicl y af-
firmed, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and 
the Lo rd of my life" (M atthew 10 :32; Acts 8: 37; Romans 
10 :9) . 
In His final instructi ons to the apostles He told them 
to baptiz e all who would so believe in Him, repent of their 
sins, and confess Him publicly (M atth ew 28 :19 , 20 ; Mark 
16:16 : Acts 2 :38) . According to New Testament teach-
ing , at this point I received "~emission of my sins" (Acts 
2 :38 ), I became "a new creatu re" (Romans 6 :3, 4; II 
Cor inthians 5 : 17 ) , and I was adopted into God's family 
(G alatians 3 :26 , 27) . You can enjoy the same wonderful 
blessings by coming to the same Savior, surrend ering m 
the same manner to the Lord Jesus Chri st. 
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